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Other States of Europe. The plan began by establishing
the fact that the foreign policy of a state and the principles
governing its domestic policy are closely related. Since
that which distinguishes a free people is the will "to re-
solve their polity along the principles of reason, justice,
and general utility," it follows that "a liberal Constitution
by its nature tends constantly to order all things in it and
outside of it for the particular benefit of mankind," and
that an arbitrary government naturally tends constantly to
order all things within and outside of it for the particular
benefit of those who govern.
The Revolution must therefore repudiate the entire
policy of the Old Regime, declaring unhesitantly to the
world that: "True pre-eminence, the only one both useful
and rational, the only one worthy of free and enlightened
men, consists in being master in one's own house, and
never in possessing the ridiculous ambition for mastery
over others"; that "all territorial aggrandizement, all those
usurpations by means of force and cunning which an old
and illustrious tradition had concealed under the names
of rank, of consistency of policy, of superiority in the order
of powers, are naught but cruel games of political folly,
untrue estimates of power, whose real effect is to increase
the expenses and difficulties of the administration and
to diminish the happiness and safety of the people in favor
of the fugitive interest or the vanity of those who govern/*
Therefore, all thoughts of aggrandizement by the Old
Regime must be abandoned. France must remain within
her natural boundaries and make no alliances with any
great power. In principle, an alliance is rational and ji^st
only when it is limited to a reciprocal defense pact. Since
it is incredible that a great power should wish to attack
France, which has no desire to expand and is interested
only in improving to the greatest possible extent her own
territory, die latter should only contract alliances with
little states, especially with those which she will have aided
in becoming free "less for her 6wn interest than...to